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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PINS, PINT, GH, ET, US 

SUB J : SOVIET-INSPIRED ATTACKS ON CIA 

REF: (A) STATE 176677, (B) ADDIS ABABA 4803 
(C) ACCRA 6201 

1 . I TOOK THE OCCASION OF AN AUGUST 19 MEETING ON 
OTHER MATTERS WITH ERIC OTOO, SENIOR PRINCIPAL 
SECURETARY OF FOREIGN MINISTRY, TO THANK HIM FOR ARRANGING 
TO HAVE GHANAIAN EMBASSY IN ADDIS ABABA DENY JULY 23 
STORY IN ETHIOPIAN HERALD RE ALLEGED DIFFICULTIES 
BETWEEN GOG AND AMERICAN EMBASSY ACCRA. OTOO EXPRESSED 
APPRECIATION AND STATED GOG WAS PLEASED TO HAVE BEEN 
ABLE TO SET THE RECORD STRAIGHT IN THIS CASE. 

2. I THEN MENTIONED TO OTOO EMBASSY'S CONCERN OVER 
BLATANT ATTACK ON CIA WHICH HAD APPEARED ON FRONT PAGE 
OF AUGUST 10 EDITION OF PEOPLE'S EVENING NEWS (REF C), 

POINTING OUT THAT IN OUR VIEW IT HARDLY SEEMED TO HAVE 
BEEN WRITTEN BY A GHANAIAN. WHILE EMBASSY FULLY 
RECOGNIZED THAT NEWS WAS NOT A GOVERNMENT-CONTROLLED 
NEWSPAPER, IT WAS CONCERNED THAT OTHERS MIGHT BE SEEKING 
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TO USE GHANAIAN MEDIA TO LAUNCH ATTACKS ON THE US 
THIS DID NOT CONTRIBUTE TO RELAXATION OF TENSIONS 
NOR DID IT SEEM TO BE IN MUTUAL INTEREST OF OUR TWO 
COUNTRIES. OTOO TOOK MY POINT BUT STATED THAT PEOPLE’S 
EVENING NEWS WAS NOT AN IMPORTANT PAPER IN GHANA; THAT 
EVERY COUNTRY, "EVEN US," HAD ITS IRRESPONSIBLE JOURNA- 
LISTS; AND THAT WE SHOULD NOT TAKE UNDUE NOTE OF THIS 
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PARTICULAR ARTICLE. 

3. COMMENT: WHILE OTOO'S REACTIONS WERE EXPECTED, 

EMBASSY'S CONCERN OVER USE OF LOCAL MEDIA BY OUTSIDERS 
TO ATTACK U.S. HAS BEEN EXPRESSED AT A HIGH LEVEL. 

THIS CONCERN IS ALSO BEING BROUGHT TO GOG'S ATTENTION 
THROUGH OTHER CHANNELS. 

HOLMES 
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